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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF

Stability returns to Skeetchestn

United Nations, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
international human-rights law

y Council, my family
M and | sincerely hope all

members of Skeetchestn
and the Secwepemc Nation had a
very Merry Christmas and have a
prosperous and happy new year
Also, My family and | thank you all
for the kindness and support, not
only in this last yearbut for years
gone byThank you all!!!

The second extraordinary develop
ment in 2007 was a victorious court
ruling by theTsilhgot'in National
Government in the Nemiavalley. |
issued a media statement which |
enclose for your information:

Skeetchestn Chief
sees hope
in Chilcotin land claims ruling

This has be a very exciting year
especially with two extraordinary I had the good fortune to work on
developments in our favour: the firstthe Declaration for 16 days in
being the adoption of the United Geneva on behalf of thessembly of
Nations Declaration on the Rights ofFirst Nations inAugust of 2000This A
Indigenous Peopledpproximately — document recognizes andiahs all ~ Skeetchestn Indian Band stated that
140 countries voted in favour of the Indigenous Peoplesights, their the November 21 ruling of the B.C.
Declaration with Canada, USA, homelands, cultures, languages and>upreme Court oAboriginal land
Australia and New Zealand voting economies. claims in the NemiaNalley by the
against it, howeveAustralia has Xeni Gwet'in people of the
elected a new Prime Minister (Kevin Indigenous peoples have the right Tsilhgot'in First Nation will have a
Rudd) who intends to change his  to the full enjoyment of all human  beneficial impact on the way the
country’s position on the rights and fundamental freedoms asB.C. government deals with First
Declaration. recognized in the Charter of the Nations land issues.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

Chief Ron Ignace of the

In the Fall 2007 Edition of the
Owl, Felishia Frank’s first and
last name were mistakenly
reversed in the photo caption
accompanying the Summer
Sizzle ball hockey photo on Page
11 (see photo to the right). The
Owl apologizes for the error as
well as any confusion the error

CORRECTION

may have caused.

The caption should have
read: Players observe a moment
of silence for Kent Dan and
Felishia Frank. Both played in
previous Summer Sizzles before
passing away in the last year.

Next
SKEETCHESTN SNINE owl
Owl is a published four times a or suggestions regarding their con- UPDATE YOUR The
year by Skeetchestn Indian Band. tributed articles or photographs. MAILING INFORMATION next
Bart cannot guarantee that con- To ensure the Owl is going to your Oowl
MAILING ADDRESS tributed material will be published or correct mailing address, please flies in
330 Main Drive, PO Box 178, published in its entirety. He also ensure the Band has your correct April.
Savona, B.C. VOK 2J0 reserves the right to edit contributed information. To do so, contact the Story
materiel for taste, accuracy and legal Band’s Front Office receptionist/secre- | ideas,
PHONE issues. tary Patsy Robinson by any of the feed
Local - 373-2493 By no means will Bart entertain following methods: back
Toll-free - 1-866-373-2493 publishing contributed material that suggés
Fax intentionally or unintentionally would MaiL tions and
250-373-2494 hurt others, is spiteful, malicious or 330 Main Drive, PO Box 178, ib
intentionally inaccurate. Savona, B.C. VOK 2J0 contribu
E-MAIL Bart can be reached by any of the tions are
main office@skeetchestn.ca following methods: Phone encour
Local - 373-2493 aged.
CONTACT THE EDITOR PHONE Toll-free - 1-866-373-2493 See
The editor of Snine is Bart Local - 373-2493 Fax informa
Cummins . He welcomes story sug- Toll-free - 1-866-373-2493 250-373-2494 tion
gestions, contributed articles and pho- Cell - 250-571-7145 to
tos, and general feedback. Bart is E-MaiL E-mail the
open to helping anyone wishing tips bartcummins@hotmail.com mainoffice@skeetchestn.ca left. o




SKEETCHESTN COMMUNITY ScHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

tinsel & garland & ...




SKEETCHESTN COMMUNITY ScHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Family members, friends and others packed the
Skeetchestn Community School gym for the annual
Christmas concert on Dec. 13. Even some adults
got into the action (second photo from the bottom)
by singing a carol in Secwepemctsin. Santa Claus
stopped by to give away mandarin oranges and
sage bundles.




BUS SHELTER CLEANUP

Studentspaint over foulmessages

Mr. Gilroy’s
Grade 6-7
class trans
formed an
eyesore with
degrading
messages into
something
with many
positive mes
sages.

Through the
prompting of
Mr. Gilroy,
his students
chose to paint
over the graf
fiti and foul
language
marking the
bus shelter at
the corner of
Deadman-
Vidette Road

Photos contributed by
Bill Gilroy

and the road
leading to the
community hall. 8idents were
divided into teams of two and
assigned dferent sides of the
wooden structure, including the

given the freedom to choose their anotherWhile the lettering and pic
designs, with the one rule being thetures lack a polished look, what the
message had to be a positive one. project indicates is steps taken that
others may have discussed, but for
“Welcome to Skeetch” graces onewhatever reason, not gotten around

inside and the rooflhe teams were side wall and “Peace on Earth” to accomplishing.

Bottom left: Chad Hewitt and
Dallas Deneault

Bottom middle: Cory Billy

Bottom right: Dustin Jules

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6




BUS SHELTER CLEANUP

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Jenefer Etienne

Lane Israel is 1 years
old and in Grade 6. He
says the exercise was
important for the basic
reason, “we think people
should have pride in their
community” and doesn’

think tagging and gréfi
is a way of demonstrat
Wesley Green (sitting) ing that.
and Lane Israel

ForWesley Green, also garbage cleanups.

11 years old and in Grade 6, he felt

the previous messages presented a Jenefer has heard some criticism

poor reflection of the community  that the painting looks amateurish

“It didn’t look good for anyone and something that looks as if done

driving into the community by a small child, but “I feel like we

Wesley says, adding, “It was fun to did a good job.”

do and I think it looks a lot better

than the grditi that was there.” Lindsey Edwards is 12 years old
and in Grade 7. She believes the

On the surface, the new paint  covering up of the swear words was

and colours covered up the foul a start because just as bad actions

and threatening messagetudents can build on themselves, so can good

further learned the value of team actions lead to more actions and

work and cooperation. On a deepeeven become contagious.

level, the project got students

thinking of other things they can Lindsey says there are places

do to help the community and in  around the rec centre that could use

doing so, begin to take ownership some good actions. She explains

of the community there are areas that have been tagged
with swearing and insults aimed at

Lindsey Edwards (left) Jenefer Etienne is 13 years old individuals. Lindsey believes those

and Noreen Carter and in Grade 7. She says follow- who painted those negative messages

up activities could include shev are not setting a good example to the

eling snow from eldergirive- young children in the community

ways, picking up bottles that may

be littering the roadside and other “Kids will see those swear words

trash cleanups. and will think it's OK to say them,”

says Lindsey

“It would be to keep the envi
ronment clean as well as setting  Adding to that, Jenefer says:
an example to the younger ones “When young kids see the gfiif
to pick up garbage and not to-lit they will think it's OK to do gréf-
6 ter,” Jenefer says of possible ti.”




VISION QUEST ARTS OPEN HOUSE

An up-close
look at one of
Calvin Draney’s
painted steer
skulls exhibited
during the
Vision Quest
Arts Open
House on Oct.
20. The event
was held in the
Rec Centre.

Candice Simon

has a passion for
horses, her son
Tyrell and photogra-
phy. In these photos
she combined all
three when she
caught Tyrell inter-
acting with his
horse Kayden.

An overall
look at most
of the work
that was
featured.




VISION QUEST ARTS OPEN HOUSE

Above: A portion of the on-going project by a  Art Gallery. The next workshop is scheduled
number of Skeetchestn youth. The youth have for Feb. 23 at the Kamloops Art Gallery.

been working on the piece through their Below lef t: A pen-and-ink drawing by Debbie
involvement in a series of art workshops for Camille. Bottom right: A large abstract piece
Aboriginal youth and hosted by the Kamloops done in acrylics by Jada Britton.




VISION QUEST ARTS OPEN HOUSE

Top photo: Candice Simon
poses with one of her bark bas-
kets while her son, Tyrell Simon,
plays with one of Candice’s pho-
tos. Bottom photos: These two
pieces by Jada Britton further
demonstrate her versatility as an
artist. The two works are among
the many she produced during
her time as a fine arts degree

student at Thompson Rivers
University. Jada has been instru-
mental in getting Vision Quest
Arts up-and-running and is hope-
ful the group gains momentum.
Vision Quest Arts is hopeful it will
host at least one show this year
as members become more com-
fortable with displaying their
work. The group is a no-pressure

collective that meets semi-regu-
larly and embraces all mediums
and anyone wanting to join.

For more information on V ision
Quest Arts, contact Jada at the

band office (Monday to

Friday) at 373-2493 or

toll-free at

1-866-373-2493. 9



ROBERT SIMON SR. RECALLS

Story by Robert Simon Sr .

Photos contributed by Robert i n O u r fam i I i eS

Simon Sr.

We all enjoy watching our families
play in sports and for manye enjoy Robert Simon Sr .

playing as well. | was talking with my . . .
mom Christine Simon of the many ath and immediate famlly

letes in our family and how far that members
goes into our historyl believe and

know there are great athletes for many
families in our community and my story
is reflected across our Skeetchestn eom
munity. | think fithess and balance of

life is one of the overlooked and impor
tant parts of our Secwepemc heritage,
culture and values. Perhaps we would
do better to recall the many athletes we
have and they could inspire our current
and future generations to a healthier and
enjoyable lifestyle.

History as written shows that the
Secwepemc people were extremely
strong and gifted athletes, before €on
tact it would not be uncommon for
annual gatherings to have many types of
games of competition from running,
wrestling and others. | remember read
ing a book by an early explorer who
wrote of a Secwepemc hunting party in the 1940s. | hear stories of my grandmountains as part of his fitness training.
meeting with another group from the  father Mike Simon and how he really | hear of the years around 1947 when
Chilcotin and howas part of their meet enjoying playing. He and my grand my family worked in the hop yards in
ing, there was a highly competitive and mother Madelin had a home above thatNorth Kamloops with many other First

enjoyable challenge to wrestlEhe ballfield and spent hours watching Nations.At the end of each hop season
description of the Secwepemc wrestlersDeadmars Creek boys versus the there would be foot races and otheron
was a clear profile of musculgsower ~ Savona boys. | understand the tests; my grandfather ran in those.

ful, athletic and highly competitive men Skeetchestn players were determined Locally, in a small dry field north of the
and those were just the average every fitness players. My grandfather would main Skeetchestn village and just past
day Secwepemc hunters. train in part by running and climbing ~ Camilles is where many races were run
the hill behind the current band school at what is called the race tradkhere
In our main village there was a time and as well as skip rope as boxers do imvere many fans of horse racing as well.
that a baseball field was beside the ~ a workout.These ancestor ballplayers | have looked at old photos of some
church and all the log homes had front-also did a full day of work in the fields, very fast and beautiful horses owned by
row seating to ball games that forestry gardens, tending cattle and so my great grandparents and other eom
were played there almost every forth. My uncle David would run for ~ munity members.
sunny day in spring and summermiles and would hike throughout the

10 CONTINUED ON PAGE 11



ROBERT SIMON SR. RECALLS

Bruce Lee, codige wresling &
1980s Mugangs ball eam

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 many Easter and other rodeos and the Dragon” movie out and many of
how our Skeetchestn riders were in  us enthusiastically went back to our
When my Mom was a teenagshe  great physical condition and really hadlifferent training in the martial arts.

was a very good foot racer as were  fun saddlebronc riding, bareback-id My start with my younger brother
many in our village and in many ing and so forth. | know my father ~ Gerry Deneault was as team members
Secwepemc communities. Foot racingEmery Louis had great fun as an in what was then the wrestling team
was popular and racers trained very accomplished saddlebronc riderin  for Cariboo College in the late 1970s.
hard to be the best they could be; I  competitions throughout B.C. and  Later, | attended University of B.C.

really enjoy the stories of the races myashington &ite. and there was my younger brother
mom ran. | can see them as if | Carl and our cousin Dean Simon.
watched each one and | am proud of My hero, Bruce Lee, had his “Enter Together we regularly attended the
that historyAs a youngsten recall Kung Fu classes during the week and
- every Friday night and Sunday after

noon for a good number of yeavse
lived and breathed the spiritual and
physical aspects of martial arts train
ing.

| still have my team coat from our
family ball team the “Mustangs” that
played in the 1980s; it was great fun.
Our team included greats such as
Tracy and Darvey Hewitt, Darren
Calhoun, Pat Matthews, Gerry
Deneault and\lana DeneaultTerry
DeneaultVivian Simon, Daniel
Gonzales, Diana Jules, her younger
brother Michael Bierman, and | was
Captain (sorry if I missed anyone
from that terrific team)We had a
blast playing in ball tournaments
from Revelstoke taVilliams Lake.
We lost and won many games. One
year we played our hearts out and
won the Kamloops annual softball
tournament against a huge number of
teams, some of which were loaded
with fast ball players and other top
ball players.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

1



ROBERT SIMON SR. RECALLS

Grandfather ingill s

Interest In bicycle racing

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

What made it special was that we were
family, community Those are memories
never fogotten and always bring a smile
when recalled. Part of our success was
patience with each other and practice; we
were out on the practice field every week

Robert aims

for the fence
while playing in
the A division at
the corporate

went on to be the
champsWe were
there with the other
screaming families
and fans; we lifted
the gym roof cheer
ing and hollering as
the RedAngels

getting ready for the games, learning our challenge won. After that
plays, getting our batting, pitching and tournament electrifying final

fielding. in Edmonton game,Tiffany’s
coach told me of
| still feel a great sense of peace with Tiffany’s critical
the world and happiness when | am on . job in that game
the ball field and even better when | am Having a ball! and how proud
there with my younger brother Carl, my Wish you were here! everyone was of
son Robert Jror my daughters Sherry her | thought |
Candice,Tiffany and other family mem would never feel
bers.You can see the happy times in our that tremendous

photo of our family team in the Moccasin those rank bulls in the rodeos. Some of ugride of watching the impossible unfold
Mile, a Kamloops moccasin race that just do the fundamentals of fitness like such as an undefeated year in basketball.
included a nine-kilometre cross-country every week putting on the running shoes Then, spring of 2006 in socgéir hap
race, mountain climb, mountain bike hill and doing a good number of kilometres —pened. My eight-yeanld daughter
side race and finishing with a canoe racemy little sister Carroll Draney does that Willow's soccer team TazmaniariTeal in
down the SoutThompson River and more. the Edmonton Minor Soccer league -
went undefeated through to the hard play
In'my-home, we watch the world’s best | believe in a regular exercise program ing final tournament game where they

athletes oV like LanceArmstrong in ~ and participation in sports. | encourage met and beat another equally powerful
his Tour de France wins. Our interest in my children to play and to traithere undefeated teanWe yelled “GoWillow”
bicycle racing.is thanks to my children’ are great moments as a spectator for meand cheered on her team until our throats
grandfather -Andre Lacabanne, who for example, when my daughters Chrystalvere sore and down to a whispéthat a
recently retired from his work and still  and Sherry Simon were playing at high seasonThen that winter in indoor socger
rides his racing bicycle pretty much as  school. | attended all the games and pradwillow's new mixed team started slow
fast and trains as hard as he did when hetices | could get to. | have watched my and lost games until they gained skills.
competed in many Canadian road races. son BJ Simon play hockey and sent-con And to our surprise, they became the top
Several times a weegkndre hits the gym  gratulations to his younger broth€ody team in the Northern Soccer League and
with his wife Mary to do weight training. Jules, when he made it to the B.C. First received the gold medal for that season. |
My grandparents would have been espe Nations Hockey team and represented alknow there will be many more of these
cially proud of our horse racers — Candicé®.C. First Nations at the 2007 national exciting seasons and | intend to stay
andTiffany Simon, their cousins Aboriginal hockey championships this  healthy and be in playing when | can and
Samantha and Kala Dranéyll are past springThen, there was the shocking always be there cheering as loud as | can.

accomplished barrel racers and ly wonderful year around 1999 where we

all around horse riders. Everyonewatched my daughtdiiffany and the Red

is in awe of our cousin Dennis  Angels basketball at Kamloops Senior

Simon, who has that rare skill ~ Secondary school. Get this, they went

12 and internal fortitude to get on undefeated for the whole school year anc CONTINUED ON PAGE 13



ROBERT SIMON SR. RECALLS

Money put into plysicl fitness
pays off awn the road: Simon Jr

Candice Simon rides Shadow
one of the horses she has
adopted from the SPCA.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 ness and lead healthy-lifestyles. Secwepemc elders and ancestors and with
that knowledge, are achieving that elusive

Thank you for reading my examples of Who are the very best athletes? Can balance of fitness, health, spiritualism and

sports, fitness and athletes in my family you guess who inspires me as terrific  lifestyle that is our inheritance and gift

as | recall or have experiencéthere are  examples of fitness, balance and athleti should we choose to accept them from

many other names, teams and examplescism? For that, | look to my aunties our proud pasfThis is what | am trying

but the point is that sports and fitness is &lorence SimonAmy Slater and my to say about fitness and health in aper

huge part of our Secwepemc people and mom Christine SimorThey are respected sons life:

Skeetchestn families. | think fitness and elders within our community and family;

physical activities are undervalued as to they balance eating, rest and exercise, | know that my mom washalways

the importance each plays in the well-  which is what all the best athletes in Keya7’, you know bespectacled and grey

being, social development and general world strive to achieve and accomplish.

strength of health of our families and ~ These beautiful Secwepemc women go  She was Christine of the wind,

community | believe it would be wise to further to include spiritualism as part of  Christine of the running wind,

evaluate the positive returns of putting their healthy lifestyle and with that, | Christine of the darting wind
money into sports as well as into facilitieshink they reflect the high customs, tradi  and the first across the finish line.
with weights, running machines, full tions and practices that our Secwepemc

change rooms and so forth so our eom people have followed since time out of Yet, today | see hemy mom is
munity and future generations of mind. FlorenceAmy and Christine have still Christine.

Skeetchestn people can participate in fit listened and learned the teachings of past 13



RUN CLUB

Sage Deneault (lef t)
and Demida Coradazzo
enjoy Run Club
for the fun and exercise.

MORE PHOTOS
ON PAGE 15

ostTuesdays at  recent years. Run Clubs basically As a bonus this yeaa six students

lunch hour during combine working towards a goal andbetween Grades 4 and 12 will be

the school year  of running a 5K or 10K. But what  sponsored by Q'wemtsin Health

nearly two dozen makes Run Clubs popular is the Society to run in this year

Skeetchestn social, no-pressure and supportive Vancouver Sun Run oipril 20. The
Community School students of all environment in addition to gradually Sun Run attracts tens of thousands of
ages voluntarily meet to stretch, run working towards the goal rather thanparticipants and includes a race-fin

and play games. plunging in and attempt to accem ish at B.C. Place. Participating in
Huh? Sudents gathering on their plish the distance in a mere days. such an event usually proves to be a
own time to exercise?es, and Skeetchestn Community School memory for a lifetime.

they’re having fun doing so. Even teacher Bill Gilroy introduced Run Though initially started for the stu
some teachers have joined the actioflub last school yeaand thanks in  dents of Skeetchestn Community
TheTuesday activity is large part to the dedicated help of School, Mr Gilroy invites others of
called Run Club and is parent volunteer Becky Ignace, the all ages to participate. For more
modeled after other Run  lunch hour activity has been a hit. information, phone MrGilroy at the
Clubs that have sprouted up During the colder weeks, Run school at 373-2420 or drop by
14 throughout the world in Club meets in the school gym. around noon.



RUN CLUB

Brandon Smith flashes a
smile for the camera
during the T erry Fox Run.

Have your say in the next Owl
Contribute stories or photos

Email: bartcummins@hotmail.comPhone:250-571-7145 4



HIGH SCHOOL GYM CLASS

High school students at
Skeetchestn Community School 1
often spice up their gym class by

adding interesting twists. On this
day captured in photos, an over-
sized beachball was swapped for a
regular volleyball. Though the size
and weight of the new sphere
made serving difficult for all, every-
one had a great time.

PHOTO 1: Chris Humphrey dis-
plays athletic skills and balance as
he jumps towards the mammoth
ball. Looking on (left to right) is -
Josh Gardiner, Tim Scanlan, Albert
Adolph and Matthew Manuel.

PHOTO 2: Chris Humphrey gets
an up-close look at the ball before
swatting it away. Looking on is
Josh Gardiner (left), Tim Scanlan,
Albert Adolph and Matthew
Manuel.

PHOTO 3: Miranda Davis (left) and
Kirsten Jones team up to advance
the ball. Looking on is Chris
Humphrey. Kayla Fagg (far back-
ground) serves as a net official.

2
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CLEAN & SOBER

for Eugina Etienne to get the message
that a life of drug and alcohol addic
tion can Kill.

I t took dying and coming back to life

Eugina recalls Feb. 12, 2000 as being like
any other day of alcohol, drugs and driving
while impaired and having her three children
in the vehicle with heMhat she doest’
recall is missing a corner and plowing into a
power pole while driving 85 miles an hour in
La ConnorWash. Nor does she remember
the ambulance ride to the hospital or her
children escaping with minor bumps and
bruises and being transferred into the custody
of grandparentst some point Eugina was
pronounced deadVhile being wheeled to
the mogue, she somehow came back to life
and not surprisinglystartled the hospital per
sonnel.

“I didn’t have a heart bedfhey had the
sheet over me and | was being wheeled down
a hallway when | woke up and flipped the

" : N I p .
ety oy e swonarects | |Gy {0 e alive

Her tone changes when she recalls the selfish
nature of her actions and the damage she was
doing to her family members, including her
three daughters — Jalyssa, Jenefer and
AngelRose. Eugina realized that night she
had been given a second chance and wasn
going to squander the opportunity

Skeetchestn Community School cook Eugina Etienne offers a scoop
of mac & cheese. Drugs and alcohol controlled her life, but a near
fatal car accident in February of 2000 forced her to evaluate her pri-
orities. Eugina was given a second chance, and has been clean and
sober ever since.

That night she began taking the firststay out of jail and have a chance atNo alcohol in the home even

steps towards recovery: admitting getting her daughters back. She  extends to cough medicines, sham

her addictions and checking herself accomplished both and during the poos, cooking extracts and even

into a detox program. Further push three years of probation, trained, liquor-filled chocolates. Extreme?

ing her forward was the stern warn became certified and worked as a Maybe, but Eugina has worked too

ing from police that if Eugina didh’ drug and alcohol counsellor in hard to get to where she is today:

straighten herself out, she could posVashington g&te before moving clean, out of jail, having custody of

sibly face jail time of upwards of 45 with her husband, John Etienne, to her kids, married, having had two

years — 15 years for each child thatSkeetchestn in 2003. more children, working at a mean

had been in the car ingful job, and living in a supportive
Eugina continues to be clean and community

“That's when | knew it (my sub sober but admits that being so is a

stance and alcohol problem) was mylaily battle. She explains that even ook ok x

rock bottom.The accident made me the faintest whif of alcohol could Eugina is a coordinator withA

really ask myself whether drugs andsend her spiraling backwardss a Bannock Group, Skeetchestrdrug

alcohol were worth losing my life  safeguard, the Etiennes have estab and alcohol support group. Meetings

over ‘Did | want to have my kids  lished a zero tolerance rule to guestare held Saturdays from 8 p.m. to 9

visit me behind the glass at jail?”  of “no drugs or alcohol in you, on  p.m. at theAdult Education/Elders
you or around you”. I§ a tough rule building (former Skeetchestn store).

Eugina spent 12 days in a detox-prowith no room for leniency'l've had Eugina invites addicts, recov

gram and followed that with three to turn away friends and family and ering addicts, family member

years of rigorous monitoring by sometimes they’re not happy about of addicts and anyone intere:

police and social services justto it,” Eugina says. ed to come to a meeting. 17



DRUG & ALCOHOL ADDICTIONS

Are your actiondharmingother&

tionally-chaged traumatic alco

I would like to address the emo
hol- and drug-induced incident

that took place recently in our commu and get RCMBn before the violence

nity. | am sure we were all strongly
affected by this incident at many lev
els: as a family membgiriend, par
ent, and perhaps the event triggered
memories of trauma experienced in

our own lives. Such an incident could a priority. We can lend support to the

generate feelings of feasadness,
reliving the pain, blame, a sense of

‘someone has to do something’, ‘how positive role models; we can look at

could we let this happen?’, feeling
responsible for not doing something,

and the natural reactions to situations bers.We can call on théncestors, ¢

we really have no control overhis is
the true definition of the power of

addiction and the behaviours that sten®ur relations and communitye can
from over indulging. Life, events, and separate the addicted personality fron .

sense of self spiral out of control to
where a psychotic break occurs.
Impacted the most are the ones we
love.

When the behaviour comes from an

adult, there is very little that anyone

can do unless the adult seeks help or als have been chosen to be the-mes

support.The person must want to

change. If the family wants to confrontthe Creatdis way of saying ‘It is time

Recovery in the answer
What we can do as a community is
recognize the potential for violence

Critical Incident
Debriefing Advice
Checklist

¢ Do not use alcohol or drugs to
cope

¢ Do not isolate yourself from
friends, family or co-workers

¢ Prevent yourself from becoming
obsessed with the incident

¢ Eat well, exercise

¢ Assess your personal situation,
do you need someone to come stay
with you

Watch for fixation of the incident,
don’t become obsessed with finding
reasons for the tragedy, allow time
to pass

Give yourself time to heal, don’t
the personWhen these individuals are have unrealistic expectations for

clean, they’re harmless. Being clean, | recovery

they are able to handle fiifences in a | ¢ Expect the incident to bother you
more productive manner and with pos ¢ Learn about what you are going
itive solutions. through

¢ Get help if necessary

gets out of control. Discussion has
come up to develop an on-site securit
system for our community to address
situations until the RCMRBrrive. | am

hoping such a measure would becom

victims and their families; we can helf
others by helping ourselves and being

our family circles to seek guidance
and assistance for our family mem

Grandfathers and Grandmothers to
provide guidance for what is best for

Not known is why certain individu
- Darcy Robinson

sengers of lifes tragedies. Perhapssit' |  Social Development Manager

the individual about the addictive out- for change!This community has suf

of-control behavioyrthis can be
arranged with the support and guid
ance of a clinical counsellor
Unfortunately though, it takes events
of this magnitude before anyone
decides to get helps long as the
individual works at it, there is really

fered many such tragedies over time community and we are stronglyfedt
due to alcohol- and drug-induced ed by each and everyosdife events.
destructive behaviouRecovery does We put aside any dérences and come
take time, but recovery is possible, antp the aid of anyone in ne€this is

it is never too late to work at ithe Skeetchestrlhis is homeThis is
smallest &brt goes a |ong way and famlly and we would rather celebrate
the slightest change makes all the dif than mourn.

little anyone can do but to encourage ference.The rewards are lifelonJake

them to seek help andfef support in
doing thatViolence does not solve
violence nor does retaliation or
revenge does not solve the problem.

the step; reach out. Reach out because Thank you and be well and all the
you are important and even if you  bestin the new year Joan Billy
think you dont matter rememberyes Skeetchestn Mental Health/Addictions

you do!We are all connected in this Coorinator

I would like to honor the memory of
Linda Riddell who passed on to the spirit those who had the opportunity to work
world just before Christmas. She was a
friend, colleague and devoted band fstaf
member of the Band. Her sudden death wadealth/Addictions Codalinator

Linda Riddel
passes on

difficult for many of us at the 6€e and for

closely with her through the years.
- Joan Billy Skeetchestn Mental

Shari Macy becomes certified spa therapist

Shari Macy became a certified spa

therapist after successfully com Garlene says her 24-yeald daughter

pleting her training through
Sprott Shaw in/ancouver

18 Shari is a daughter of

Garlene Dodson. The program took 10 months to com
plete and qualifies Shari to work with a
had previously worked in a casino, as acompany or set up her own business.
hostess and in a linen store before mak Congratulations and best wishes to

ing the career shift. Shari in her new adventure.



SKEETCHESTN TRADITIONAL POW WOW

Helping hands make for a successful event

. . Wow, Oct. 26 to 28. In  Kamloops, and is cur
By Shirley Calh _ Da_.mka_WlnS addition to her interest in rently fundraising in
Yy Sshirley Calnoun fancy dancing, Danika, order to attend other
Organizer, Jumor prmceSS 8, enjoys swimming events in her role as
2007 Skeetchestn Traditional Danika Deneault was lessons and playing the junior princess. Phone
Pow Wow named junior princess at guitar She attends South the band dice for more
the 2007Traditional Pow Sahali elementary in information.

ven before entering the hall,
E the enegy could be felt; the

sounds of drumming enticed
you to enterThe Skeetchestn band
hall was packed with drummers,
dancers and spectators for the annual
indoor Skeetchesthraditional Pow

Having been away from the pow  lowing categories were sponsored by
wow trail for several years, | was the following groups (sponsorship
happy to see a few of the veteran powamount in parenthesis):
wow people attend this yearevent.

TEEN BOYS GRASS

wgg}igﬁdﬂﬁ SPECIAL THANKS TO Rita Purple Smoke Drum ($250)
Oct. 27-30 Anthony, PetetAnthony Ray -
2007 .What a Thunderchild, Johiferbasket, Johnny MEN’S TRADITIONAL

Johnson, Diane Sandgvelyn Janet Deneault & grandchildren ($500)
Camille, Jule®Arnouse, and\ngela .
Wells. Your presence, the moral sup TEEN GIRLS CATEGORIES
port and your expertise was greatly  JohnTerbasket & family ($300)
appreciated.
WOMEN'S JINGLE

KITCHEN COORDINA TORSAND Shirley Calhoun($300)

; COOKS: Audrey Calhoun and Gladys =~ _____
groups belting

out song after OppenheimeiThey were awesome  MEN'S GRASS

' and kept the people fed and happy allpanjel & Leona Calhoun & famil
Shirley Calhoun igggr’eg]igtg;/:dr weekendThe event couldt’have ($500) Y

dancers from B.CAlberta, been a success without your help.

Saskatchewan anffashington danced . TINY TOTS
- ! MASTERS OF CEREMONIES: ; ;

K Bill family ($2
their hearts out. Many categories had JohnTerbasket, who kept the action aren Billy and family ($250)
S0 many competitors the judges had t oing _
ask for dance d&f. The grass dancers ' OUTGOING PRINCESS: Whitney

may have been the tgrst group, with , Manuel-Alphonse received $500 from
four extra rounds needed to determine\é\\llglrstmr?gl\'i'n%rr%r:rEdga’rWho kept theAll Around Special.

the winnersThe crowd went wild

shen gt o, b four e 0 s amDeneatandcrew SSRATE SEOLSORS
fancy footwork. who took care of the parking an Station, Skeetchestn Elders Socjety

turn out; the
committee must
be very pleased
with this yeais
event.

With 12 drum

building security Manshadi PharmacyVeyerhaeuser
i i CleanWay Supplies, Savona
Congratulations to all winners a_nd ALL AROUND HELPERS: Vi o melélltTePapsen o e ote
dancers who dazzled everyone with '\~ "o 4 Nina Reuther quip , . ,» Loyoi
magnificent regalia, rich beadwork, gr?c:ngér,:ﬂTaRr’]clifrllleIrl\q/\(/joec:g:c?\?:g::%
and their movements. Never to beOUtDRUM GROUPS Little Hawk (Tim Electrica’l, Kamloops Gice

done, the tiny tots stone everyae’

hearts; even the tiniest had rhythm angdwards),Carrler Nation(Kelsey Supplies, Owen and Hunter

; braham),Sky Eagle(RitaAnthony),  Architects Madrone Environmental
:Eg 32}%? ﬂe;l;gécir?;agzgrtth%;eaég oyote CrossingGlenn Deneault), Services, FWTFinancial Services,
: 9 hispering Natior(Debra Quilt), Craig Nixon Law Secwepemc Child

to see the pride on their faces. Sage Hills(Brandon Daniels)Kwatna and Family Services, BC Hydro,

ountain(Brent Edgar)EagleValley = Rona, 569045 BC Ltd., Northern
(Bruce Baptiste)Purple Smoke Trailer, Carmel Pharmacynd
(Bernard Gilchrist)Stein Creek Ainsworth Lumber
(ChuckieAdams),Mak oo Juniors
Corby Trottier, Onion Lake IN CLOSING
askatchewan).

It has been several years now since
started the Skeetchestraditional
PowWow. This past summer |
watched, waited and noticed no one
was stepping forward to coordinate th
traditional pow wowso | stepped up
again, making this my]:[h year at the
helm.

Finally, thank you to all the
Community families sponsored the people of Skeetchestn for wel
category of their choosing@he fol coming the visitors.
19



MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF

Vickers judgement
In B.C. Supreme Court
spells out Key principles

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

“In our traditional territory we private interest groups; from those lands and resources
have real trouble in getting the B.C. before economic benefits are given
government to negotiate seriously ¢ Provincial natural resource  away to others by the provinc&ll
about ourAboriginal rights and title laws (ForesAct, MinesAct) do not  we are asking is for the B.C. govern

before going ahead with major land apply toAboriginal title land; ment to treat us honorably and

use decisions,” Chief Ignace said. respect the laws of this land as inter
“This court decision makes it clear ¢ Unjustified removal of preted by the courts.”

that the BC government must resources fromboriginal title lands

accommodate our interests before through provincial laws governing Accommodation oAboriginal

giving away our lands and resourcematural resources may cause the interests means making First Nations

to non-Aboriginal economic interest courts to award damages tdemted communities significant players in

groups.” First Nations; the local economy and.reducing their

dependence on non-Aboriginal gov

Both Skeetchestn Indian Band and ¢ If the Crown chooses to litigate ernment programs, Chief Ignace

Kamloops Indian Band, acting as theAboriginal title issues it may be obli added.

Kamloops Division of the Shuswap gated to pay the court costs of First

Nation (KDSN), oppose a recent  Nations;

mining permit granted to New Gold

Inc. by the B.C. Inspector of Mines ¢ The best way to resolve IN CLOSING

on the grounds that the provincial ~Aboriginal lands issues is through

government has not adequately con honourable consultation and negetia As a result of these developments,

sulted the bands or accommodated tions leading to accommodation of we as Secwepemc Kukukpi7, need to

their Aboriginal interests prior to First Nations'interests. put our diferences aside and unite to
permitting the project. form a Secwepemc National govern
In referring to Justic¥ickers’ ment and fight for ouAboriginal
In his judgment, B.C. Supreme " decision, Chief Ignace said, Title ad Rights. If we are to succeed
Court Justice Daviickers laid “Whether it's logging, mining, or as chiefs we will need the full sup
down the following principles: major land development projects, theport of all Secwepemc people.

B.C. government must recognize that
¢ The provincial government we have a fundamental economic Once again Happy Holidays.
cannot extinguisiboriginal title by interest in our lands and resources, Chief Ronald Ignace
granting so-called Crown lands to  and we must get an economic benefit

Have your say in the next Owl
Contribute stories or photos

Email: bartcummins@hotmail.comPhone:250-571-7145
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BIG SKY STATION

Big Sky Station manager  the point where more
Joan McTaggart says, pumps will be added,
“Welcome to the station.” including a high-speed
Business has been diesel pump for transport
booming at Big Sky to trucks.

Build it and they will come has motorists must pay for their gas in addressed through fair wages, a-ben

certainly held true for Big Sky advance either at the pump or to an efit plan and flexible schedules.
Station. attendantThe move is intended to  Those working the cash till are paid
thwart those who fuel up and leave $9 an hour and those in the restau
Skeetchests’ gas station has without paying. rant receive $10 an hauBenefits
exceeded all expectations, says Big kick in after three months in both
Sky Sation Supervisor Joan OTHER PUMP UPGRADES: Sometime in  areas.
McTaggart. She explains that fere the coming months, motorists will After the standard three-month

casts projected it would take 10 soon have the choice of six gasolineprobation, employees receive a 25

years before the station would be  pumps, up 50 per cent from the €ur cent raise and on their anniversary of

selling 10 million litres of gasoline a rent four A high-speed diesel pump their start date each ye@mployees

year Well, it's only taken four years is being discussed in order to acconreceive a 3.5 per cent rai§éhose

to reach that milestone, says Joan. modate transport trucks. Big Sky  demonstrating initiative and a good
Station also currently éérs propane work ethic can receive more, says

Having a store, having a full-ser pump and a diesel pump. Joan.

vice restaurant and being the only For someone making $9.25, 3.5

Native fuel stop for 50 kilometres  resTauranT: Inside Big Sky &tion,  per cent after one year amounts to an

west of Kamloops along Highway 1 visitors are greeted with a restaurantadditional 32 cents each hotihose

have all contributed to Big Sky counter and seating to the right and pulling in $10.25 receive 35.9 cents
Station’s quick start out of the two cash tills to the left. Joan says more an houfThe store in open
blocks. plans are to add another till and per seven days a week, but only from 7

haps at some point, convert the stora.m. to 9 p.m.
“It' s fun and therg’a lot of chal and restaurant into a restaurant and

lenges; I've always liked working in build another store. LEFT-TURN LANE: Traffic is further
retail,” says Joan of what can often expected to increase when the left-
be a fast-paced environment. STAFFING: To keep up with the trB€ turn lane is installed by the BC
volume has meant addressing Ministry of Highways as part of a
Because business is good, stafing issues in a serious and compensation agreement.
Skeetchests’ administration is eager meaningful way
to capitalize on the statiompopular “We had seven people working hebTHeER POSSIBLE UPGRADES: being

ity. The first upgrade was to outfit when we started,” says Joan. “Now talked about landscaping, laundry
the existing pumps with pay-at-the- we have 15 and in the summer we facilities, a waterless carwash,
pump options in order to comply  add two or three mor&Ve've also and outdoor seating for travel
with WorkSafe BC regulations that had to hire an extra bookkeeper ers to use during the sunny

went into efect Feb. 1. Nowall Employee retention has been and warmer months. 21



1 Karen Simon

2 Joan Billy

2 Ernest Deneault

2 Eric Deneault

3 Melissa Carlson

3 Sincere Simon-Nelson
4 Kelly Deneault

4 Christine Simon

7 Cory Billy

BIRTHDAYS

Saaenan BIRTHDAY

LISTS SUPPLIED BY Shirley Calhoun (BAND MEMBERSHIP )

FEBRUARY 2007

10 Terry Vermette

12 Diane McNab

13 Susan Flemming

13 Louise Gammon

13 Bonnie Kriwtschenko
14 Geoge J. Jules
15Trey Draney

15 Kenneth McNabb

17 Elsie Hewitt

18 Duane Etienne
18 Greg Ignace

18 Sharon Ignace
19 Nolan Barron

19 Irene R. Deneault
19 Earl Gilchrist

20 Emily Billy

20 Curtis Parsons
21 Holly Brady

MARCH 2007

2 Geoge Jules

2 Darrell Peters

3 Lloyd Boudreau
3 Tim Deering

3 Rodney Deneault
3 Brandon Parsons
6 Leona Calhoun

7 Frederick Jules

7 Susan McNabb

8 Shannormurnbull

9 Benjamin Edwards
9 Tiffany Simon

11 David Jules

12 Cary Lamb

14 Dallas Deneault
14 Chrystal Simon

15 Marshall Gonzales
15 Carl Jules

15 Magaret Simon
16 Andrea Peters

17 Tiffany Peterson
18 Mabel Denea

20 Jacob Deneault
20 Misty Hewitt

21 Brendan Norquay
23 Jefrey Carter

23 Basil Deneault

21 Rose Etienne

23 Kenneth Denham

23 Lawrence McDougall
23 Brandi Mogan

25 Eden Billy

25 Michael Boehringer
26 Brenda Block

26 Jordan Chase

26 Jamie Deneault

23 Sheldon Simon

24 Ross McNab

25 Jordan Jules

27 Leeanne Deneault
27 Christopher Donetz
27 Jacqueline Schelhas
28 Louella Jules

Skeetchestn member Diane McNab (right)
and Lenore Paul of Seton Lake Indian
Band, take a moment to pose for a photo
while working on their studies towards their
Adult Education Diplomas. The Adult

22 Education program runs Monday through

Friday out of the Adult Education/Elders
building (formerly the Skeetchestn store).
For more information on Adult Education,
contact Adult Education Coordinator
Teanne Klugie at Skeetchestn Community

School at 373-2420.



BEETLE-KILLED PINE TRANSFORMED INTO OFFICE SPACE

FUSION QT {laaf
& beetle-killed pine

Ccn

aCclous

&
moacin
buildings

Doug Brown (above), Skeetchestn’s Special

Projects Manager and Manager of KDC, stands in
front of a round building made from beetle-killed
pine cut from Skeetchestn land. Doug works out of

an office located in the building. An interior photo

he round building
I located of to the side
of the Big Sky Sation
may soon have others like it
dotting not only the

(below) shows off three of the 12 wall panels mak-
ing up the building, sturdy post-and-beams and the
general spaciousness of the building.

finalized, but could range
between $100 and $150 a
square foot for an unfinished
structure All buildings can
accommodate modern conve

Skeetchestn Reserve, but otheniences of indoor plumbing,

parts of Secwepemc territory
B.C., Canada and even the
world.

The building for the most

electricity and heating systems.
Though deceiving from the

outside, these buildings are

spacious enough for residential

part is made from beetle-killed or commercial use. Space is

pine cut from Skeetchestn
land.Talks are ongoing with
Neskonlith Indian Band to
form a post-and-beam and
milling venture in order to cre
ate a pre-manufactured build
ing business.

achieved by having 10-foot-
high walls that give way to an
angled ceiling meeting a sky
light in the middle.

The building at Big Sky
Station has been sectioned of
to include a meeting area (see

Buyers would be able to pur bottom photo), a washroom
chase buildings as small as theand an dice each for the rural
one pictured here at just underRCMPand Doug Brown, who
1,000 square feet or somethings Skeetchestr’Special

of a lager scale that could
include a second floor and
even a basement, says Mike
Anderson, Skeetchestn’

Projects Manager and KDC
Manager

Chief Ron Ignace has
been searching for func

Manager of Natural Resourcesing sources at the

and designer of the buildings.

Purchase prices haveétveen

provincial and federal
levels. 23
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COMING EVENTS

Following is a selection of
coming events to
Skeetchestn and within the
Skeetchestn and Kamloops
territories:

receive a registration package,
phone 250-679-8862 or e-mail
caschool@alib.ca or go to the
Chief Atahm School website at
chiefatahm.com.

Language Classes Aboriginal film festival

Secwepemctsin language class An Aboriginal film festival
runsTuesday at Skeetchestn  will be held at the Kamloop&rt
Community School from 5 p.m. Gallery on Feb. 15 and 16.
to 8 p.mAll levels welcome. Organizers are putting the call
For more information, phone theout for submissions, which can
band ofice at 373-2493 or toll- be short documentaries, music
free at 1-866-373-2493. videos and anything else as witl

a native theme. Contact Chris
Language Conference Bose at 828-9783 for more

The eighth annual Chief information. Chris also is host o
Atahm School language confer theAll Nations Power Hour
ence is scheduled for Feb. 15 radio show on compus commu
and 16 at ChieAtahm School in nity CFBX in KamloopsTune it
ChaseThis yeats event ders  at 92.5 FMor on the Internet at
something for everyone from thewww.thex.ca. Boss’show runs
true beginner to the seasoned mostTuesdays from 1 p.m. to 2
pro.Among the scheduled pre p.m.
senters is Janice Bill)Kathy
Michel, Bill Cohen, Ken Billy
Kim Dennis, Tammy
LeBourdais, and Garry

First Nations
Awareness W eek
First NationsAwarenes$Veek

Skeetchestn Elders
logo contest

The Skeetchestn Elders
Society is in need of a logo
and has gone to the
Skeetchestn community for
help by co-sponsoring a
design contest in partnershi
with the bands Education
Department. Jan. 31 was th
deadline, but the contact pe
ple (see below) may be
accepting late entries. Elder|
were looking for a ‘wolf in
the moonthemeAs an
incentive, four prizes of vari
ous art kits will be awarded
to four winners.

Skeetchestn Elders con
tacts are Barb Larsen at
373-2208 or g&an Deneault at
373-0156.

o

1%

O

U7

GottfriedsonAmong the sched

uled workshop topics iSotal

events will be held the week of Sampson or Dorothy Johnson at
March 16 affhompson Rivers 371-5753.

Physical Response storytelling, University Also during the week By e-mail, reach Sara at

making big books and boek
binding, integrating song and
dance, and language and art.

March 19. Seats must be

will be an Elders Luncheon on sampson.sara@gmail.com and
Dorothy at

reserved for the luncheon. For dorothyjacintajohnson

For more information or to

more information, contact Sara @hotmail.com.

The annual winter ball that featured play in mes’
hockey tournament was Jan. and womers divisions. Jamie
25 through 27 at the Deneault was the headgar
Skeetchestn Rec Centre. nizer

More than a dozen teams Watch the next Owl for
were on hand for the event  tournament coverage.



Cramped and awkward is the st ate of the
current Skeetchestn Daycare, but that could
be changing in the coming months.

An application has been submitted for
money to build a 3,000-square foot facility
that could accommodate 40 children instead
of the current 20. The new building would be
located next to Skeetchestn Community
School and be the first phase of the multi -
plex exp ansion project.

“W e would have more sp ace for infant s
and toddlers. There has been a lot of interest
in daycare from moms who have had to
return to work because their El ran out . That
creates problems finding babysitters. They
need childcare, but we can’'tt ake any more
children,” says Diane Jules, Owner and
Operator of Skeetchestn Daycare.

Among the safety concerns at the current
location is the children’ s area being split into
three levels. The current daycare is located

in a two-story house by the band office.

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 26
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SKEETCHESTN DAYCARE

26




BAND OPERATIONS

A two-day conference in late November titled
“Understanding Management Principles of Planning and
Organizing and Planning Leadership” was a time for
band managers and others employed by Skeetchestn to
learn how to read financial statements and meet as a
team.

Pictured here (front row , left to right): Shirley Calhoun
(Skeetchestn Community School Administrative
Assistant), Darcy Robinson (Community Services
Manager), Candice Simon (Youth Recreation Worker),

Mamie Montgomery (Finance Manager), Vivian Simon
(Director of Operations), Elizabeth Etienne (Education
Assistant), Barb Deneault (Social Housing Coordinator),
Jada Britton (Natural Resources Billing/Referrals Clerk).
(Back row , left to right) : Archie Deneault (Skeetchestn
Indian Band Councillor), Garry Klugie (Skeetchestn
Community School Principal and teacher for Grade 8
through 12), Carl Simon (Public Works Manager), Randy
McNab (Dump truck Operator/Heavy Equipment
Operator), Mike Anderson (Natural Resources Manager,
Registered Professional Forester).

Vivian wants to build on barg/’
strengths, dér more training

ig things are in store for
B Skeetchestn andivian

Simon will be there to wit
ness and help orchestrate those
changes as the basdiewly-
appointed Operations Manager

Vivian took on the job in the fall
from Doug Brown, who takes on
new duties of being Manager of

Skeetchests’ goals and objectives
of a healthy and sustainable commu
nity. With a team like that, good
things can only result.

“I'm looking forward to building
our strengths within the ganiza
tion,” saysVivian, who grew up and
been living in Skeetchestn for years. “We want to go to the membership
“Accountability is huge and itis an and talk abouThe Srategic Plan,

“Accountability is huge and it
is an area that we want to
continue to be strong in. |

want us to be the best.”
- Mvian Simon, Skeetchestn
Operations Manager

Special Projects in addition to keep area that we want to continue to be which would hopefully give us a bet

ing previous duties as Manager of
KDC. Vivian served as Finance
Manager prior to her new role.

As operations managéfivian
oversees Skeetchestrday-to-day

strong in. | want us to be the best.

I've gone to a lot of meetings and | years of where we want to go. |
know that our band has more poli

ter picture for the next three to five

operations in addition to serving as that accountability is our strength —  Another important question is
boss of the managers of the varioushaving those types of documents inband funding and what format to

departments: Finance, Education,
PublicWorks, Natural Resources,
Capital and Housing, Community
Services, and Skeetchestn
Community SchoolVivian is cap

and 100 per cent supportive of

place that we can follaw

Along the lines of clear doeu
ments,Vivian wants to se&he
Strategic Plan become less fuzzy andocial development, econem
tain of a strong management team more defined with clear paths to
that is willing to learn new practices reaching accomplishments.

fall under Vivian would like the

general membership to in some man

ner, weigh-in on such an important
question that d&cts education,

ic development and infras
tructure.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 27

think we need to be a little more spe
cies and bylaws in place than other cific with The Srategic Plan because
organizations, so that has definitely it's a bit general right natv
us made us more accountable. | think



The following epott
by theAboriginal
TourismAssociation of
B.C. appeaed in the
Fall 2007 Owl, but with
the Spring & Summer
tourism seasons just
around the cornerthe
following information
could pove useful to
Skeetchestn
entrepreneurs, youth
looking to stat a sum
mer business and any
one else with a head for
business.

Aboriginal tourism in
B.C. is forecast to grow
to $50 million in visitor
revenues by 2010, up
from approximately $30
million today

There are estimated to
be upwards of 200
Aboriginal tourism busi
nesses in B.C.
AdventureTourism
(31%), Tourism Services
(22%) and
Accommodation (21%)
collectively comprise

Native tourism
IS booming

almost three quarters
(74%) of existing
Aboriginal tourism
businesses in B.C.
B.C. First Nations are
proposing at least 65
newAboriginal tourism
products with many
existing products plan
ning to expand by
adding more cultural
experiences.

marily NorthAmerican
and European destina
tions.

$ IncludingAboriginal
tourism in their B.C.
travels for the first time
(65%).

$ Taking part in
Aboriginal tourism in
places beyond B.C.
(64%).

$ Spending more

Tour operators are see money per trip than

ing growing consumer
demand for authentic
cultural experiences,
with 89% indicating
they would consider
offering or expanding
Aboriginal experiences

other tourists.

$ Compared to other
BC travellers these
Aboriginal tourists are
more apt to:

$ Spend more trip
days in B.C. (average of

as part of their packages.13 days).

Aboriginal cultural
tourists indicated that

$ IncludeAboriginal
experiences on more of

they planned to return to those trip days (average

B.C. forAboriginal
tourism within the next
three years.

Travellers taking part
in Aboriginal tourism in
B.C. tend to be:

$ Well-educated,
upper middle-income
wage earners, female
baby boomers.

$ Visiting from pri

of 3 days).

$ Visit Aboriginal
interpretive centres
(24%), attractions
(22%), museums (21%).

This report can be
found athttp://wwwabo
riginalbc.com

[trellis/reseach_repots

SKEETCHESTN
FOOD SHARE

Help
assemble

food
hampers

Skeetchestn Food
Share needs people to
help assemble food
hampers onTuesdays
starting at 5 p.m.

Each Tuesday after
noon produce and bead
is picked up from the
Kamloops Food Bank
and brought to the
Adult Education
Building (the old store).

The hampers ae
delivered to band mem
bers eachWednesday
between 3 and 5 p.m.

Those able to help ae
encouraged to phone
Skeetchestn Elders
Society Pesident $an
Deneault at 373-0156 or
leave a message at the
band office.

Is block funding best for S

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 27

“We are going into our last year of

Keetchestn?

band members. She believes furtherfor five yearsThe fellow we deal

training will improve expertise and  with is wonderful, but yeah, let'get

help to make the band more self-sufa plan togethekVe should be build

the block-funding agreement
(expires March 2009),” sayivian.
“We have to do some long-term

planning to determine whether we

will stay in the block funding or

whether we would move out of the
block-funding agreemeniVe need to

determine how we want to grow

because the next funding term will

be for five years.”

Other items oWivian’s to-do
list is training opportunities for munity able to do the work,” says
employees of the band and Vivian. “ I've been asking for that

28

ficient. Vivian envisions the day ing up right now so that we have
when the band wohhave to go ot somebody who can take over that
side the community to address highlyechnology because it (the industry)
skilled or technical issues. She usesis huge.”
telecommunications is one example.
As Skeetchestn gains more and

“Right now a lot of our computer more autonomyit becomes increas
work is done through a technician ingly important to have band mem
who comes in. People complain thatbers do skilled work instead of hiring
we’re paying him this amount, well outside contractors.
then, lets get a plan together so that
we can have people from our com “We have to make it into a little city
here with qualified people,” says
Vivian.



